
BUILDING CODE ACT, 1992

USER GUIDE TO
RULINGS OF THE MINISTER 

OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS and HOUSING

Section 29(1)(a) of Ontario's Building Code Act, 1992 (BCA) empow ers the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing to make Rulings approving the use of innovative
materials, systems or bu ilding designs evalu ated by  a ma terials evaluation bod y
design ated  in th e Ont ar io Build ing Cod e (OBC).  

The Canad ian Constr uction Mat erials Centre (CCMC) has been  design ated  in the OBC
as a m aterials evalua tion bod y for the p ur poses of Rulings of the Minister.

A CCMC Evalua tion Report su mm arizes the qu alities of a pr odu ct and  offers an
opinion  on th e suitability of a prod uct w ith resp ect to its intended  use.  In m ost cases,
that opinion relates to the ability of the produ ct to satisfy the intent of the requirem ents
of the National Building Code, the OBC or other pr ovincial codes.  In Ontario, a CCMC
Evaluation Rep ort tha t is not p art of a Ruling, has n o effect on th e OBC unless it is used
by the Ch ief Buildin g Official as the basis for the acceptan ce of equivalents.

A Ruling of the Minister of Municipal Affairs and  Hou sing is based on an  Evaluation
Report by the CCMC.  The Ruling entitles a person to u se, in the m anner ap proved , the
mat erial, system, or build ing d esign, in all of Ontario, unless the Ru ling states
otherw ise.  The u se of the ma terial, system or bu ilding d esign in the m ann er ap pro ved
by the Ruling is deem ed n ot to be a contravent ion of the OBC.

A Ru ling  may contain  terms an d  cond ition s w hich  mod ifies th e “Opinion”  cont ained  in
the CCMC Evaluation Report in ord er to satisfy the intent of the OBC.  To und erstand
the uniqu eness of a Ruling, the user mu st not only review the Ruling in its entirety but
also pay atten tion to the “Usage an d Limitations” section of the associated CCMC
Evalu ation Rep ort .  The following  tw o ter ms an d  cond ition s ar e con tain ed  in a ll
Rulings:

! The use of the  ap prov ed  materia l, system  or b uild ing  design  must com ply
with  the BCA and , except as specifically provid ed in the Ruling, with the
OBC.

! The use of the approv ed  materia l, system  or b uild ing  design  must be in
accordance with  the CCM C Eva luation Rep ort  upon which  the Ruling  is
based, except as provided otherw ise in the Ruling.
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Each  Rulin g of the  Min ister  is given a file number ; i.e., 94-01-01-(12563-R).  The alp ha -
num erical designation w ithin brackets represent s the correspon ding CCMC Evaluation
Report nu mber  asso ciated  with  the Ruling  for the  su bject m ateria l, system  or b uild ing
design.

When  pro posing  the u se of a mater ial system or bu ilding d esign ap pro ved  un der section
29(1)(a) of the Building Code A ct, it would  be helpfu l to the bu ilding official if the ho lder  of
the Ruling was to offer a  copy of the  CCMC Eva luation Rep ort  and  the Ruling  at t he  tim e
when the application for a build ing p ermit is mad e.  It is a condition of all Rulings that a
copy of the Ruling be attached to the ap plication for a building perm it.

If you are interested in obtaining furth er information abou t Rulings of the Minister of
Mun icipal Affairs and H ousing, please contact us at:

Min istry of Municip al Affa irs and  Hou sing
Hou sing Develop ment and  Build ing s Bran ch
777 Bay Street, 2nd Floor
TORONTO, ON
M5G 2E5

Tel: (416) 585-6666
Press  3 for  ass ista nce

Fax: (416) 585-7531

Internet: ht tp :/ / obc.mah .gov.on.ca


